Feast of St. Alban (transferred)

Hear the Word. Break the Bread. Share the Lowve.
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Holy Eucharist

June 23, 2024
10:30 a.m.

Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You
130 39+ Ave. Pl. NW, Hickory, NC 28601
(828) 324-1351

Welcome to St. Alban’s. We are grateful for your presence.
Cloth pew bags are now available for our younger worshippers.
Please return to the basket as you depart.



Prelude Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun Stephen R. Johnson

The Liturgy of the Word

Processional Hymn Awake, my soul
Hymnal 11

Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity  (Celebrant and People) BCP p. 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria Hymnal S-280
The Collect of the Day BCP p. 357
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, by whose grace and power your holy martyr Alban triumphed over suffering and
was faithful even unto death: Grant to us who now remember him in thanksgiving, to be so
faithful in our witness to you in this world, that we may receive with him the crown of life:
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Lesson: 1 John 3:13-16  The people sit.
A Reading from the First Letter of John.

“Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hates you. “We know that we have
passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever does not love abides in death.
“All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, and you know that murderers do not have eternal
life abiding in them. '“We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



The Gradual: Psalm 34:1-8  (Spoken in unison)
'T will bless the LORD at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

‘My soul makes its boast in the LORD;

let the humble hear and be glad.

0 magnify the LORD with me,

and let us exalt his name together.

‘I sought the LORD, and he answered me,

and delivered me from all my fears.

’Look to him, and be radiant;

so your faces shall never be ashamed.

“This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD,
and was saved from every trouble.

"The angel of the LORD encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.
‘O taste and see that the LORD is good;

happy are those who take refuge in him.

Sequence Hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing Hymnal 493
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 10:34-42

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a
sword.

“For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

“and one's foes will be members of one's own household.

“"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; **and whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.

““Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me. “'Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward
of the righteous; “’and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the
name of a disciple — truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward."

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Anne Bridgers



The Baptismal Covenant
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Celebrant

People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

A Litany of Thanksgiving for the Church

Let us thank God whom we worship here in the beauty of holiness.

Eternal God, the heaven of heavens cannot contain you, much less the walls of temples made
with hands. Graciously receive our thanks for this place, and accept the work of our hands,
offered to your honor and glory.

For the Church universal, of which these visible buildings are the symbol,
We thank you, Lord.

For your presence whenever two or three have gathered together in your Name,
We thank you, Lord.

For this place where we may be still and know that you are God,

We thank you, Lord.

For making us your children by adoption and grace, and refreshing us day by day with the bread

of life.

We thank you, Lord.

For the knowledge of your will and the grace to perform it,



We thank you, Lord.

For the fulfilling of our desires and petitions as you see best for us,
We thank you, Lord.

For the pardon of our sins, which restores us to the company of your faithful people,
We thank you, Lord.

For the blessing of our vows and the crowning of our years with your goodness,
We thank you, Lord.

For the faith of those who have gone before us and for our encouragement by their perseverance,
We thank you, Lord.

For the fellowship of Alban, our patron, and all your Saints,
We thank you, Lord.

After a brief silence, the Celebrant concludes with the following Doxology

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty;
People For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom;
People And you are exalted as head over all. Amen.

Commissioning of St. Alban’s Vestry
Wardens: 1 present to you these persons for the ministry of the vestry of this congregation.

People: The Lord gives wisdom; from the Lord’s mouth come knowledge and understanding; the
Lord stores up sound wisdom for the upright; the Lord is a shield to those who walk in integrity.

Celebrant: 1 am your servant; grant me understanding.
Vestry members: That I may know your decrees.
Let us pray. (Silence)

O eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all courage: Enlighten with your
grace the wardens and vestry of this congregation, and so rule their minds, and guide their
counsels, that in all things they may seek your glory and promote the mission of your Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Name of God and of this congregation I commission you as members of the vestry in this
parish.
People: Amen.

The Peace  (All stand)

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.



The Holy Communion

The Doxology  (Hymn 380, verse 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all the creatures here below; praise him
above the heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A BCP p. 361

The People remain standing. The Celebrant says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Hymnal S130

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
The People stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.



He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.’

b

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast.



Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.
The Communion of the People

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.

Communion Hymn Bread of the world, in mercy broken
Hymnal 301

Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Life is short, And we do not have much time
to gladden the hearts of those who

make the journey with us.

So...be swift to love,

And make haste to be kind.

And the blessing of God,

Who made us, who loves us,

And who travels with us

Be with us now and forever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn God is Love, let heaven adore him Hymnal 379
Dismissal
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude Postlude Classical Karl Zollner
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