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Holy Eucharist  
 

June 9, 2024 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You 

130 39th Ave. Pl. NW, Hickory, NC 28601 
(828) 324-1351 

 
Welcome to St. Alban’s. We are grateful for your presence. 

Cloth pew bags are now available for our younger worshipers.  
Please return to the basket as you depart. 

 
Prelude              Toccata                  Johann Ernst Eberlin 



 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Processional Hymn      We walk by faith, and not by sight                       Hymn 209 
 
Opening Acclamation              BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
 
Collect for Purity   (Celebrant and people) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ your Lord. Amen.  
 
Gloria                                              Hymnal S-280 
 

The Collect of the Day              BCP p. 357 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  
O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things 
that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lesson: 1 Samuel 8:4-11-20, 11:14-15        The people sit. 
A Reading from First Samuel. 

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, 
“You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to 
govern us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a 
king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the 
voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I 
brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they 
are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and 
show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 
So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. 
He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons 
and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; and 
he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some 



to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 
equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and 
bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them 
to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and his courtiers. He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your 
cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you 
shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have 
chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 
But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 
determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that our 
king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 
Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” So all 
the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There 
they sacrificed offerings of well-being before the Lord, and there Saul and all the Israelites 
rejoiced greatly. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gradual: Psalm 138  (Spoken in unison) 
 
 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple 
 and praise your Name, * 
  because of your love and faithfulness; 
 3For you have glorified your Name * 
  and your word above all things. 
 4When I called, you answered me; * 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 5All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
 6They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 
  that great is the glory of the LORD. 
 7Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 
  he perceives the haughty from afar. 
 8Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
  your right hand shall save me. 
 9The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 
  O LORD, your love endures for ever; 
  do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
The Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 
A Reading from Paul's Second letter to the Church in Corinth. 



13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—”I believed, and so 
I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything 
is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, 
to the glory of God. 
 
  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Sequence Hymn    Jerusalem, my happy home            Hymn 620 
 
The Holy Gospel: Mark 3:20-35 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
20The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not even eat. 21When his 
family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his 
mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the 
ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And 
if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But 
no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong 
man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 
29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers 
and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 
  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



The Sermon                 The Rev. Anne Bridgers 
 
The Nicene Creed (People stand) 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People        FORM VI                     BCP pp. 392-393 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People  For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People  For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and José, our Bishop; and for all bishops and 
other ministers; and in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, Holy Spirit, Mars Hill, 
Church of the Advocate, Asheville. 

People  For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
Hear us, Lord; 

People  For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 



Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People  And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People  Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Absolution                               BCP p.360 
 
Celebrant 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace  (All stand.) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
This morning is designated as Camp Henry Offertory Collection Day. Your 

generosity funds scholarships for those young people unable to attend Camp Henry 
summer progams otherwise. 

 
Streaming permission through One License- 722561-A. 

The Holy Communion 
 



The Doxology  (Hymn 380, verse 3)        
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all the creatures here below; praise him 
above the heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A           BCP p. 361 
 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says 
The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Here a Proper Preface is said. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Sanctus                         Hymnal S125  
 

Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
 
The Communion of the People 
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 
 
Communion Hymn      Father, we thank thee who hast planted                Hymn 302 
 
Post-Communion Prayer              BCP p. 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
   and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
   and give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
Recessional Hymn                Ye holy angels bright                 Hymn 625 
 
Dismissal 
  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                       Postludium                          A. Hesse 
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